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I recommend that authority be given for the appointment of a custodian 
of the law division of the State library, learned in law, whose duty it 
shall be to establish a legislative reference department, furnish informa- 
tion to legislators, and to assist them in the preparation of bills." 

Edgar A. Fisher. 

Metropolitan Police. The State control of the police of certain cities 
in Indiana was released by a law which went into effect with an emer- 
gency clause March 4, 1909. Under the provisions of the old law which 
was passed in 1897, the governor appointed the boards of police com- 
missioners in all cities having between 10,000 and 35,000 inhabitants. 
The new law retains the police commissioners, but makes them appoin- 
tive by the mayor. This subject has been a bone of contention ever 
since the passage of the law. It was adopted and retained on the theory 
that the police force is an arm of the State, and not of the city, and that 
the enforcement of State laws was dependent on State control. 

A bill was passed in the session of 1907 repealing the law, but it was 
vetoed by Governor Hanly, in a strong veto message, in which the rela- 
tion of the police to the State was ably discussed and the constitutionality 
of the law upheld. Sentiment was strongly against the law. Governor 
Marshall in his message said, "The metropolitan police law is a viola- 
tion of the doctrine of local self-government. I recommend its immedi- 
ate repeal." The repeal passed both houses with a total of only nine- 
teen votes in opposition in both houses. The law went into effect at 
once and new police boards have been appointed in the cities to which 
the law applies. Edgar a Fisher . 

The Legislative Program of the Social-Democratic (Socialist) Party 
in the Wisconsin Legislative Session of 1909 1 . As the social-democratic 
party is the official representative on the political field of the organized 
working class of Wisconsin, it was perfectly natural that the legislative 
program of the party should be formulated jointly by representatives of 
the Wisconsin State Federation of Labor and the Milwaukee Federated 
Trades Council, together with the State executive board of the party 
itself, and in collaboration with the members of the State legislature 
elected on the social-democratic ticket. 

1 The following summary of social-democratic activities in the Wisconsin legisla- 
ture was written by State Senator Winfield R. Gaylord. The party has three 
assemblymen and one senator in the present legislature. Senator Gaylord has been 
the socialist candidate for governor of Wisconsin and has exerted great influence 
in shaping the policy of the socialist party in the United States. 



